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Day-to-Day Practices 

 

 

 

1. Bubbles and Pods!  

 

The children will be divided into pods (their class will be a pod, excepting 5th class which will have 2 pods) and 

Errew NS will have three bubbles – one in each classroom.  The pods will represent the class groups, and as you 

are most likely aware, the pods will be advised to keep to a 1 metre distance apart for children from 3rd to 6th 

Class.  Children from Junior Infants to 2nd Class do not have to observe social distancing requirements.   

“The aim of  the system within the school is that class groupings mix only with their own class from arrival at 

school in the morning until departure at the end of  the school day” (COVID Response Plan for the safe and 

sustainable reopening of  Primary and Special Schools, 2020, DES, p19).   Errew NS is a very small school, and 

as such we envisage the children are mixing currently and will continue to do so in our small school community 

– we will target their wellbeing needs (as outlined in the DES documents) and their academic education firstly, 

and ask that you remind them of  hand hygiene and cough etiquette.  Should we evolve to have one large bubble 

in our school community this will be as a direct result of  meeting the needs of  the children in our care and so be 

it. 

 

2. Changes in Daily School Life - Arrival and Departure 

We will “do everything practical to avoid the introduction of  COVID-19 into the school” (COVID Response Plan 

for the safe and sustainable reopening of  Primary and Special Schools, 2020, DES, p14).   

 

 School doors will open daily at 9.10am and close at 3.10pm – the children are invited to go directly to 

their classrooms after sanitising their hands upon arrival.  Cloakroom organisation can begin once the 

external doors are locked and our ‘new normal’ can begin.   

 

 Children will enter the building in three designated areas; 
 

- Juniors (Junior Infants, Senior Infants and First Class) will enter via the main door where their 

parents are welcome to meet with Ms Tiernan, observing 2m social distancing, until they are satisfied 

their children have settled into their exciting day in infants!    

- Middle Classes will enter at their external classroom door, (the emergency exit at the side of  the 

building) where Ms Walsh will be waiting. 

- Seniors will enter at the old entrance where Ms Charlton will be waiting.  The three class teachers 

will open their allocated door for the children to arrive from 9.10am.  This is designed to “limit 

interaction on arrival and departure and in hallways and other shared areas” (COVID Response Plan 

for the safe and sustainable reopening of  Primary and Special Schools, 2020, DES, p19).  It is also 

organised so that parents can see most doors from the wall or yard. 

- All children will have to sanitise their clean hands on arrival (sanitiser doesn’t work on dirty hands 

so it is preferable to wash hands in the event that hands are soiled).  We ask you to remind children 

to hand sanitise upon arrival but this will be supervised.  We will have hand-sanitising stations at the 

main entrances and in each classroom.  

 

 The children will depart via their entrance doors.  We reiterate that a 2 metre distance amongst waiting 

adults must be observed when collecting children.   

 

 Every parent and guardian must maintain a 2 metre distance when dropping off  and collecting your 

child, this also extends to maintaining a 2 metre distance from the staff, “maintain a distance of  2 m 

between parents and guardians and between parents and guardians and school staff ” (COVID Response 

Plan for the safe and sustainable reopening of  Primary and Special Schools, 2020, DES, p20).   
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3. Visitors to School 

 Appointments must be made to access school buildings and the contact tracing log must be kept, please 

make an appointment if  you need to access the building.  Please contact your child’s class teacher (or SET 

as required) via their professional email address with the usual queries you may have.  We will get back 

to you as soon as we can. Our open-door policy now becomes a ‘virtual’ open-door policy!   

 Please don’t be offended if  your child’s teacher wears a visor/mask to meet with you – this may help keep 

COVID-19 out.  We would appreciate if  you would wear a mask when meeting with us. 

 

4. Handwashing 

The DES require handwashing several times during the day – when the child coughs or sneezes, and also 

before the children eat, before playtime, when they return from playtime etc.  This will take a little time 

from the curriculum but is a necessary step not only in the safe return to school, but also in remaining 

open and COVID-19-free.  The staff  will work through the new routines with the children with patience 

and kindness and we request your understanding in this also. 

 

5. Yard Time 

“The risk of  transmission from contact with outside surfaces or play areas is low.” (COVID Response 

Plan for the safe and sustainable reopening of  Primary and Special Schools, 2020, DES, p21).  We 

envisage that there is sufficient play-space for the children in our care.  We will designate areas in which 

the children will play.  Each bubble will have an assigned play area.  Straying into another area is to be 

expected as they are children and will be playing in our lovely grounds.  We will do our best to remind 

children of  their play spaces and zones.  Each class will enjoy all play spaces during PE at least twice a 

week, as usual.   

These designated play areas and our governance practices may change as we respond to the needs of  our 

children in context, and the guidelines from DES/HSE. 

 

6. What happens if  a child is sick or there’s a suspected case of  COVID-19? 

“It is critical that people stay at home if  unwell” (Reopening our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full 

Return to School, p11) 

Children should not come to school sick.  In the event that a child gets sick at school they will be 

invited to isolate in the ‘Doll’s House’ while their parents are called.  It is vital we have a contact number 

for you in this event. The class bubble may be asked to self-isolate for 14 days – this will depend on current 

HSE and DES advice at the time.  We ask for respect and confidentiality in this instance for the child 

involved.  The quarantine period also applies to the class teacher.   

 

Ideally, the school should not have to close – but it may have to.  To this end, the staff  will prepare work 

for the children to do during this closure period.  We will need a specific email address in order to liaise 

with the adult responsible for home-schooling the child.  Please Note - The school most likely has your 

email address already – but if  you’ve not been receiving emails, please update your details and pass them 

to your child’s class teacher.  Please respond to email we send you, even a thumbs-up, so we know you 

have been receiving them, thank you.  

We will make regular contact and seek work to be returned via email/Google Classroom in the event of  

a closure.   Work may be set daily, or as a project, depending on the needs of  the class at the time.  If  

your child is sick, then let their class teacher as soon as possible.  Please note that if  a teacher is sick, and 

upon securement of  a substitute teacher, the substitute teacher will liaise with your household to ensure 

your child is managing and engaging with their daily tasks from school.  Our plans may change according 

to DES advice.  We hope children will be in a position to use Google Classroom in the senior classes, once 

it is up and running in the school.  Our response will be reflective of  the needs at the time and DES 

advice. 
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The standard COVID-19 cleaning regime will take place that evening once the sick child has gone home. 

Should you choose not to send your child to school at all this term, please let us know in writing.  We are 

happy to send home textbooks for your use during these difficult times. 

 

7. Google Classroom 

Senior staff  have undertaken training in Google Classroom.  We have received Google’s verification 

already to use their technology.  It will be most beneficial in the event of  quarantining or closures for the 

children in the senior half  of  school.  It will also be immensely valuable to us as a learning tool for weekly 

schoolwork, occasional homework, quiz-work and assessments so is well worth the time invested in this 

digital learning tool.  During the first term, we will send a letter to those households with children in the 

senior half  of  school with more details about Google Classroom and seek the necessary permission to 

create individual portals for your child to access the system.   Google Classroom will take time to get up-

and-running efficiently, but we’ve made great progress thus far.  

 

8. Personal Supplies and Uniforms 

The guidelines recommend that children do not share their colours and pencils etc.   

We also ask that their kindness during lunch, when they share treats on Friday, is curbed this year.   

Each child will be able to use their classroom’s supply of  hand sanitiser as well as that available in the 

corridor, but some children may choose to being their own, this is fine too.   

Uniforms do not have to be washed daily – we do ask that they change from their school clothing each 

day after school, before their evening activities, clubs etc.   

 

9. Forgotten Lunchboxes 

We will have a designated box in the shelter for forgotten lunch box etc drop-offs.  Please phone the 

school to speak to your child’s class teacher if  you are dropping off  a lunch box.  We will check the shelter 

anyway once it’s discovered someone has come without their lunch.  No child has gone hungry yet in 

Errew!  

 

10. Cleaning 

The DES has invested heavily in an enhanced cleaning regime for schools.  This should bring security 

and peace of  mind to many households during this time.  We certainly welcome this.  We will all work 

together to keep COVID-19 out if  at all possible. 

 

11. Extra-Curricular Events 

We have no guidance for extra-curricular events at this point, and no events in our usual calendar have 

been planned thus far.  We will work within the parameters set out by DES.  

 

12. Music 

Wind instruments have caused some concern in the documentation.   We suggest your child can practice 

their instruments as part of  their homework and when we settle into school properly, we can bring the 

tin-whistles back to class with good ventilation in the rooms.  

 

13. Wellbeing in School 

This is a central hub of  DES guidelines and advice for curricular planning;  

Essential Elements include – “A sense of  safety, a sense of  calm, a sense of  belonging and connectedness 

to school, a sense of  self-efficacy and school-community efficacy, a sense of  hope” (Reopening our Schools, 

The Roadmap for the Full Return to School, p35) 

The approach to curricular planning is “learner centred, balanced, adaptive and responsive to 

pupil/student needs” (Reopening our Schools, The Roadmap for the Full Return to School, p40).  As such, 

we will adapt our usual curricular and yearly practices to reflect the changing needs of  our students 

during this unusual time.  The DES have given teachers specific advice in relation to SPHE and PE and 
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have asked us to prioritise these as wellbeing strategies in the first few weeks back, alongside Language 

and Mathematics.  The new Junior Infants are also to receive a special welcome as they are beginning 

school at an historical junction and the DES have made specific requests towards their wellbeing.  As a 

community we will work together to reduce any stresses they may have absorbed from life around them 

in these strange times. 

 

14. The Website 

The Website www.errewns.com – The DES and HSE updates will be posted on the website when 

appropriate and may be helpful to you.   

 

Finally, we look forward to getting back to school, and our new normal.  We look forward to welcoming 

all our lovely faces back to Errew NS again and our new faces too.  We’ll all work together to keep this 

virus out of  our school, and hopefully we’ll enjoy a full and happy year of  learning. 

 

 

Amendments to Point 2, Arrival and Departure 8/9/20 

The children of  the Middle Room (2nd-4th Class) will also use the Main Door.  We have concerns for their 

safety using their Emergency Exit as it’s an exposed door and very windy.  Instead, the children have 

practiced using the main entrance and yielding to the Junior Room classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.errewns.com/

